
TACKING TO THE BLUE WATERS
Book II

The
Naval Journey

Of India



The Naval Journey
Of India

Book II
TACKING TO THE BLUE WATERS

COMMISSIONS IN THE INDIAN NAVY

(a) Create your own account on www.joinindiannavy.gov.in and receive automatic updates suited to you as and when applications are invited.
(b) For Eligibility Criteria, educational qualifications and other details for each Entry, candidates are advised to visit
      www.joinindiannavy.gov.in and read the contents of the ‘Entry Specific Advertisement’ in Employment News and various National Dailies.
(c) The above information is a broad guideline and is subject to change as per the induction requirement of the Indian Navy.

10.

11. 21-35

Men/ Women

Musician (Other than Director); 
Sports (for Yachting and Wind Surfing)

Law Cadre; Sports (for all sports other than
Yachting and Wind Surfing)

Musician Director

8.

9. 21-25

22-27

Men/ Women Education; Air Traffic Control

5.

6.

7.

19 1/2 -25

20-24

21-24

21-25

Men/ Women

Men/ Women

Men/ Women

[Campus Interview, No
written exam]

Indian Navy Entrance
Test (INET) [Computer-
based Test]

Direct Entry (Graduate)
[No written Exam]

Indian Navy Entrance
Test (INET) [Computer-
based Test]

Education/
Executive/
Electrical/
Engineering

Education/ 
Executive

Executive

Men

University Entry Scheme -  Education

University Entry Scheme -  General Service
(Executive /IT /Electrical / Engineering)
University Entry Scheme -  Pilot; Observer; Naval
Armament Inspection Cadre; Air Traffic Controller;
Naval Architect

CPL Holders (Pilots)

Naval Armament Inspection Cadre
Logistics

General Service (Executive); General Service
(Hydro Cadre); General Service (Engineering); 
General Service (Electrical); Info Tech

UPSC (Written Exam)

UPSC (Written Exam)

JEE(Mains)
Score based

Executive

Executive/
Electrical/
Engineering

Executive/
Electrical/
Engineering

Mode of Induction Branch

Men

Pilot (NMR)

Naval Architect

3.

4.

19-24

19-25

Men/ Women

Men/ Women
Men

Aviation (Pilot-MR), Aviation (Observer)

Ser

1.

2.

16.5-19

17- 19 1/2

Men

Men

Men

Age (Years) Men/ Women Entry

Cadet Entry NDA (Navy) and NDA (Naval Academy)

10+2 (B.Tech) Cadet Entry Scheme, INA

CDSE/ NCC Special Entry



The Naval Journey
Of India

Book II
TACKING TO THE BLUE WATERS

COMMISSIONS IN THE INDIAN NAVY

(a) Create your own account on www.joinindiannavy.gov.in and receive automatic updates suited to you as and when applications are invited.
(b) For Eligibility Criteria, educational qualifications and other details for each Entry, candidates are advised to visit
      www.joinindiannavy.gov.in and read the contents of the ‘Entry Specific Advertisement’ in Employment News and various National Dailies.
(c) The above information is a broad guideline and is subject to change as per the induction requirement of the Indian Navy.

10.

11. 21-35

Men/ Women

Musician (Other than Director); 
Sports (for Yachting and Wind Surfing)

Law Cadre; Sports (for all sports other than
Yachting and Wind Surfing)

Musician Director

8.

9. 21-25

22-27

Men/ Women Education; Air Traffic Control

5.

6.

7.

19 1/2 -25

20-24

21-24

21-25

Men/ Women

Men/ Women

Men/ Women

[Campus Interview, No
written exam]

Indian Navy Entrance
Test (INET) [Computer-
based Test]

Direct Entry (Graduate)
[No written Exam]

Indian Navy Entrance
Test (INET) [Computer-
based Test]

Education/
Executive/
Electrical/
Engineering

Education/ 
Executive

Executive

Men

University Entry Scheme -  Education

University Entry Scheme -  General Service
(Executive /IT /Electrical / Engineering)
University Entry Scheme -  Pilot; Observer; Naval
Armament Inspection Cadre; Air Traffic Controller;
Naval Architect

CPL Holders (Pilots)

Naval Armament Inspection Cadre
Logistics

General Service (Executive); General Service
(Hydro Cadre); General Service (Engineering); 
General Service (Electrical); Info Tech

UPSC (Written Exam)

UPSC (Written Exam)

JEE(Mains)
Score based

Executive

Executive/
Electrical/
Engineering

Executive/
Electrical/
Engineering

Mode of Induction Branch

Men

Pilot (NMR)

Naval Architect

3.

4.

19-24

19-25

Men/ Women

Men/ Women
Men

Aviation (Pilot-MR), Aviation (Observer)

Ser

1.

2.

16.5-19

17- 19 1/2

Men

Men

Men

Age (Years) Men/ Women Entry

Cadet Entry NDA (Navy) and NDA (Naval Academy)

10+2 (B.Tech) Cadet Entry Scheme, INA

CDSE/ NCC Special Entry



4

Published and printed for 
INDIAN NAVY 

Integrated Headquarters, Ministry of Defence (Navy) - Delhi 110011

With editorial guidance from 

Naval History Project 

and 

Maritime History Society 

by 

Amar Chitra Katha Pvt Ltd 

AFL House, 7th Floor, Marol Maroshi Road, Marol,
Andheri (East), Mumbai - 400059

Email: customerservices@ack-media.com

Printed in India

All rights reserved.© Indian Navy, June 2021



1

So, young man, how 
did you like your 

first Trip to the sea?

Sagarika, 
there’s no need 
to be so upset!

For real?! YAYYYYY! 
Best news ever.

Why, you 
monkey!

Really?!
Happy now?

It was EPIC, dada! Can 
we go again? Please, 

please, please?

But you and Bharat will 
be cooped up in your 
shed and working on 

your secret projects! 
And I will be left all 

alone and bored again!

This is the worst 
news ever, mom! 
Leave me alone!

What’s going on 
here, dear? You 

look upset.

No need to fight, kids.
I have a new project in 
mind and I’ll need your 

help with it too, Sagarika.

That’s because 
dada knows you’re 
a loser! {Pffft}

Haven’t you heard the 
news, dada?! The lockdown 
has been extended! That 

means we will have to stay 
away from school and 

friends for much longer!
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Well, let’s dive back 
into the stories of our 

navy, shall we? Our 
story continues from 
where we left off...

Where are you 
taking us, dada?

Welcome to 
my very first 
work shed!

Whoa! This is 
so cool, dada!

Yes! It is!

Ready to
start working?

{Gasp} What’s 
under the 

covers, dada? 
Show us!

Is it a 
secret 

treasure 
cave?!

Yes!

So, every evening, 
after school we’ll 

get straight to work 
on the project.

Come, I want to 
show you something. 
Call your mom too.

Dad is this our 
old sailing boat?

Suuureee! But only if you 
tell us a story with it. Tell 

us how the Indian Navy 
got to its current glory 

Since Independence.

school is reopening, 
Dada, but online! We will 
have to attend school 

on our computers.



For the indian Navy, 
independence was the 
beginning of a long 
period of rebuilding.

You see, much like the country 
during partition, the Royal Indian 
Navy was divided between India 
and the newly-formed Pakistan.

Assets were divided 
and the number of 
personnel was reduced. 
The Navy had to start 
afresh in the areas of 
training and recruitment. 

However, defending 
India’s 7,500 Km long 
coastline and numerous 
islands was no mean 
feat. given our history, 
a strong navy was the 
need of the hour.

The Navy dreamt big and planned to expand. From a navy 
of half a dozen small ships, we would become one of 
the most modern and developed Navies in the world. 

To begin with, It was important for the Navy to 
acquire ships from other countries, To build our 
fighting capabilities. in 1948, India acquired HMS 
Achilles from the United Kingdom, a cruiser that 
had achieved glory in the second world war.

She was renamed HMIS* Delhi and became Independent India’s first flagship.
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In October 1947, the Navy 
was directed to support 
the Army in the peaceful 
accession of Junagadh.

A NAVAL TASK FORCE, HEADED BY COMMANDER RD KATARI, LANDED ARMY 
TROOPS AND EQUIPMENT IN PORBANDAR, JAFFARABAD AND MANGROL, 
ON HMIS KISTNA. a naval liaison team was also embedded with the 
army. Junagadh quickly understood the strength and resolve of 
the Indian forces and surrendered without a fight! 

On 26 January 1950, 
India became a Republic. 
The prefix ‘Royal’ was 
dropped and the Indian 
Navy became truly India’s. 

The Navy led the 
first Republic Day 
parade and was 
the first Indian 
force to receive 
President’s colour 
on 27 May 1951. In 
1958, Vice-Admiral 
RD Katari assumed 
command as the 
the first Indian 
Chief of Naval Staff.

Much of the 1950s was 
spent in building our Navy. 
Thousands of sailors and 
officers were recruited 
and trained. The Cruiser, 
Mysore, as well as Rajput, 
Godavari, Khukri, Talwar 
classes of destroyers 
and frigates were added 
to the navy’s fleet. In 1961, 
we acquired INS* Vikrant, 
becoming the first nation 
in asia and the indian 
ocean region to operate 
An aircraft carrier.

This was also the time that the Navy became 
two dimensional-acquiring aircraft and in 1953, 
commissioning INS Garuda, India’s first Naval Air 
Station, in Kochi. Now the Navy was capable of waging 
war not only on the oceans but also in the air. 

The GOvernment of India 
would not stand for this. 
geographically, Junagadh 
was very much a part 
of the Indian Union and 
most of its citizens 
wanted to remain in India.

Independent India’s 
Navy met its first big 
challenge in Junagadh. 
While the unification of 
various princely states 
in India was underway, 
the Nawab of Junagadh 
decided to join Pakistan.

4
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anti-Portuguese sentiments were swelling by the day.

On 17 November 1961, in an act of blatant provocation, the Indian 
steam ship, MV* sabaramati was fired upon by Portuguese Forces 
off the island of ANjadiv. This resulted in injuries to her chief 
engineer. on 24 november, 20 fishing vessels were attacked, 
causing one fatality and four injuries to indian fishermen. 

The Indian Navy, along with 
the army and air force, moved 
quickly. A naval task force was 
formed under the command 
of rear admiral BS Soman.

naval forces were deployed 
near Goa, Daman and Diu. The Navy 
ensured that no Portuguese ship 
could enter or exit the area. This 
also prevented hostile action by 
Portuguese warships. Further, the 
navy also directed fire power onto 
the shore, using the ship’s guns.

Several attempts 
were made by india 
to find a non-violent 
solution to the 
problem. However, 
the Portuguese 
were obstinate.

Despite the departure of the 
British, a few remnants of 
colonialism remained. For more 
than a decade after Independence, 
Goa, Daman and Diu had continued 
to be under Portuguese control. 

5
* MV is short for motor vessel, which is 
terminology given to merchant vessels.



On the morning of 18 December,
a message came in from the 
Navy Chief, VAdm* RD Katari to
INS Betwa which said, “Capture
me a Portuguese frigate please”.

Finally, it was time to 
launch Operation Vijay and 
liberate Goa, Daman and Diu.

At noon the same day, the IN Ships** 
Betwa, Beas and Cauvery steamed 
into Mormugao harbour in goa and 
fired on Afonso de Albuquerque, 
the Portuguese frigate.

There was panic aboard the Portuguese ship. 
In the intense hailstorm of gunfire, afonso de 
alburquerqe was overwhelmed. she ran aground 
at Bambolim beach, where the crew abandoned 
ship and hoisted the white flag of surrender.

Earlier that morning, under the leadership of 
Lieutenant Arun Auditto, a Naval landing party 
stormed the island of Anjadiv, near Karwar. 

Believing the signal, the Indian Navy’s 
assault party set out to land on the 
beach. Little did they know they were 
walking into a trap. As they made 
their way towards the beach the 
Portuguese suddenly started firing 
at them with machine guns.

Senior Commissioned Gunner N Kelman, in charge of the second 
wave, expertly navigated the boat, zigzagging through the gunfire.

Through the shore 
bombardment of 
INS Trishul and 
another landing 
party provided by 
INS Mysore, Indian 
forces regrouped. 
There was a 
pitched gunfight 
between Indian and 
Portuguese forces.

Just as the operation 
started, the 
Portuguese hoisted 
the white flag of 
surrender. But 
they did not intend 
to surrender. They 
intended, instead, to 
deceive the Indian 
troops and fire upon 
them by act of perfidy.

6
** When talking of multiple Indian Naval 
Ships, the prefix IN Ships is used

* Vice Admiral



Within 15 minutes of INS Delhi’s 
bombarding of the Diu fortress, 
the Portuguese surrendered.

Meanwhile, in Diu, INS Delhi was kept ten 
nautical miles* ashore and at sea, ready to 
provide any support required-both on and 
off shore. This included guarding against the 
threat of aircraft, ships and even submarines.

However, on the morning of 18 December, Capt N Krishnan, the 
Commanding Officer, was informed of the army being under 
severe attack at the Diu fortress. He ordered the ship to 
sail closer. From one nautical mile away, INS Delhi started 
firing at the fort with her heavy six-inch calibre guns.

Finally, on 19 December 1961, Goa, 
Daman and Diu were liberated. 
it had taken the armed forces 
just 40 hours, from the 
beginning of hostilities, to bring 
them back to the Indian fold.

India had stood 
strong in the face 
of a dominant 
colonial power, 
withstood 
pressure from 
NATO** and other 
countries aligned 
with Portugal, and 
had prevailed.

faced with the courage and resolve of 
the Indian Navy personnel, the Portuguese 
soldiers gave in and surrendered.

The battle was fierce and deadly. there were 
casualties on both sides. Both lieutenant auditto 
and Senior Commissioned Gunner N Kelman were 
injured. however, the indian navy was relentless. 
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This war was fought primarily over air and land by the Indian Army and Air 
Force. All through this war, the Indian Navy stood sentinel on the seas. 

The Indian Fleet was led by the mighty Flagship INS Mysore. during the war, Naval aircraft and 
ships ensured the safety of Indian trade, coastlines and our islands. The navy’s seahawk and 
alize aircraft also undertook operations along with the air force from many Front line bases.

in 1965, a war broke out between India and Pakistan.

In April 1965, Pakistan launched Operation 
Desert Hawk, to occupy territory in Kutch. The 
Indian Navy was deployed off the Gulf of Kutch. 
Later, in August, Pakistan infiltrated Kashmir to 
try and subvert the people there against India. 
soon after, In September, Pakistan commenced 
Operation Grand Slam, starting the 17-day war.

After the 1965 war, the 
need of the hour was 
to strengthen and build 
the Navy’s capabilities.

While india was taking the 
first steps in building 
a modern navy, we also 
procured submarines, 
frigates, and missile boats 
from the USSR*. All of this 
would prove instrumental 
in the 1971 Indo-Pak war.

the navy was 
directed to play 
a defensive role 
and not undertake 
offensive operations 
at sea. This greatly 
restricted the Navy’s 
role in the war.

Although newly independent India bought its naval ships from other countries, 
the Indian Navy stressed, in parallel, on indigenous production and shipbuilding. 
In 1960, INS Ajay, a patrol craft, became the first indigenously built warship. 

8
* The USSR, or the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, was a state in Northern Europe and Asia, between 1922 and 1991. After it 
dissolved, 15 countries emerged from it, Russia being the largest
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Sometime later-

Soon-

And then...
I’m hungry!

That’s what our brave 
armed forces do, kids. 
They always find a way.

Dada, I want to 
know more about 

submarines. 

{Arrrgh}! }! Couldn’t 
you keep your tummy 

quiet for a bit longer? 

All this excitement’s made 
me hungry. It’s not my fault.

Kids, lets go 
back. Dinner 

is ready.

And tell us how we 
got here! what kind 
of submarines AND 
PLANES does the 
Indian Navy have? 

Hahaha! Slow down, 
kids. I’ll tell you 

everything.

And tell me 
about planes 

and helicopters.

Dada, I can’t stop thinking 
about how challenging 

the early years must have 
been for the Indian Navy.

GROWLGROWL

They were, dear. But 
where there is a 

will, there is a way.



Submarines: Pride runs Deep
Operating a submarine is both an art and a science. While a submarine is a potent 'force 

multiplier', it operates in the underwater medium which is constantly rife with danger. Only 
the most courageous, skilled and disciplined men can thrive in a confined steel tube 

submerged below the waves for days on end. The Indian Navy holds the proud distinction of 
having developed a very competent and professional submarine arm in the last 50 years.

Between 1986 and 2000, 
the Indian Navy acquired 

eight Sindughosh Class or 
Kilo Class submarines. 

These are extremely silent 
and highly automated 
boats with advanced 

weapons, including missiles.

The Shishumar Class of submarines 
is of deep significance to India’s 
maritime history. Two of the four 

boats were built in Germany and 
commissioned in 1986. The other 

two were built in the Mazagon 
Docks in Mumbai, India, and 

commissioned in 1992 and 1994, 
respectively. These were the first 

two submarines built in India. 

Continuing the Make in India 
story, in the last decade, the 

Mazagon Docks started 
building Scorpène-class 

submarines designed in France.  
Of the five ships, three were 

commissioned between 2017 
and 2021, with one under trials 

and another in construction.

Between 1988 and 1991, India operated 
INS Chakra, a nuclear attack submarine, 
leased from Russia for three years. This 

was the first nuclear submarine to 
operate under the Indian Naval ensign. 
Another nuclear attack submarine, also 
named INS Chakra, was leased from the 

Russians in 2012 for ten years. This 
submarine is still in operation.

INS Arihant, the first nuclear 
powered ballistic missile 

submarine to be built in India, was 
commissioned in 2016. India 

became the first country outside 
of the five permanent members of 
the UN Security Council to build a 
nuclear submarine. We expect to 
build more of these in the future.  

In 1967, INS Kalvari,
a Russian ‘Foxtrot’ class 

submarine was 
commissioned. Between

1967 and 1974, seven more 
submarines were 

commissioned from Russia. 
These would be in the

Kalvari Class and Vela Class.

India’s first submarine base, INS Virbahu, was 
commissioned in Visakhapatnam in 1971. 

Another submarine base, INS Vajrabahu was 
commissioned at Mumbai in 1996. Because 

submarine warfare requires a lot of 
technical know-how, the Indian Navy trains 

and produces world class submariners. The 
first Submarine Training establishment was 

INS Satavahana, also in Visakhapatnam. 

Aircraft: Taking Wings above the Waters
Flying over the sea is not for the faint hearted. Taking off and landing on a small moving, rolling and 

pitching deck, often during dark nights, requires extreme skill, precision and nerves of steel. The 
complexities of flying over the sea include the absence of visual references, having to learn to fly 

predominantly by instruments and a lack of 'diversionary' airfields or decks where one may need to 
land in an emergency. The Indian Navy holds the proud distinction of having developed a formidable 

Naval Air arm with daredevil pilots, savvy tacticians, highly qualified technicians, support crew, as 
well as Aircraft Carriers and Air Stations which are unmatched in the region. Most medium and large 

ships of the Indian Navy are equipped with decks for helicopter operations.

Starting with the induction of Vampires and Seahawks 
in the early 1950s and 1960s, which was followed by 

the Sea Harriers, fighter aircraft have since provided a 
potent strike capability and protection to the fleet from 
enemy air attack. Since 2009, the Navy operates the 

powerful MIG 29K fighters (aka Black Panthers) from 
INS Vikramaditya and Hawks for pilot training. The 

indigenously developed Tejas jets by HAL are planned 
to be operated from future aircraft carriers. 

Fighters

Given the versatility of helicopters and their ability to operate 
from ships and bases, they are used by the Navy for myriad 

roles such as Anti Submarine Warfare, Air Support, 
Search-and -Rescue, Anti-Ship warfare, surveillance, and 

reconnaissance. The Indian Navy began operating helicopters 
since 1969 and has acquired mastery over 'helo' operations. 

The helicopters that are currently in the Navy are the Sea King 
42 (delivered between 1988 and 1992 and manufactured in 

England), the Kamov 25, 28 and 31 (manufactured in Russia),
the UH3H (manufactured in USA), the Dhruv and the Chetaks

(both manufactured in India). MH-60R ASW Helicopters 
are expected to join the fleet soon. 

Helicopters

Maritime Reconnaissance aircraft provide vital intelligence 
on the presence or absence of enemy combatants in an 

area. The Indian Navy entered the era of naval aviation in 
1953 with the induction of ten amphibian Sealand aircraft 

from Ireland and commissioning of the first Naval Air 
Station, INAS Garuda at Kochi. Since then, it operated 

Alizes in the 1960s, Super Constellations & Ilyushin 38s from 
the 1970s, the Tupolev 142 'Bears' in the late 1980s, and 
currently operates the Dornier 228s and Boeing P8I MR 
aircraft. Many of these aircraft have excellent modern 
equipment for anti-submarine and anti-ship warfare.

Maritime Reconnaissance Aircraft

Remotely Piloted Aircraft or Drones provide 
extended range and duration of surveillance and 

detection capabilities without endangering the 
pilots. The Navy operates Heron and Searcher Mk-II 

UAVs, based on the coast but they have the 
capability of being controlled from ships to increase 

their range of surveillance. A few of the highly 
capable MQ 9B Sea Guardian High Altitude Long 

Endurance (HALE) Drones have also been added to 
the Drone Fleet and more are in the pipeline.

Remotely Piloted Aircraft

NAVAL AVIATION: FROM PAST TO PRESENT
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Endurance (HALE) Drones have also been added to 
the Drone Fleet and more are in the pipeline.

Remotely Piloted Aircraft

NAVAL AVIATION: FROM PAST TO PRESENT



Next evening-

A minute later-
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Hurry up! I want to get 
back to our project 

and Dada’s story! 

{Huff} Okay, so... {puff} 
we can start now.

Right so... 
where 

were we?

Go away, 
Sagarika! I’ll 
be in trouble 
if the teacher 
sees you. Shoo!

Leave him alone, dear. Why don’t 
we get a head start and Bharat 

can join us soon? There’s plenty 
of daylight left to work with.

How we became 
amongst the finest 
navies in the world! 

Haha! Right. So, 
moving on...

Hey wait for me! I’m done, I’m done 
with school! Dada, don’t you say one 

word of that story without me!

Huff! Puff!Huff! Puff!



When the British left India, the country 
was divided into three major parts: 
India, East Pakistan and West Pakistan. 

The desire for independence grew in East 
Pakistan and people took to the streets, 
protesting against the dominant West Pakistan.

West Pakistan 
responded brutally. 
they started a genocide 
of Bengali nationalists 
from East Pakistan.There were many issues plaguing East Pakistan-

poverty, neglect, governmental apathy from the 
West and most of all language. You see, in East 
Pakistan most people spoke Bengali, while Pakistan’s 
national language was mandated to be Urdu.

Tensions were rising. on 3 December 1971, the 
Pakistani Air Force attacked 11 Indian Airfields.

This marked the 
start of the 1971 war.

India opened its borders to accept refugees 
from East Pakistan escaping the tyranny of 
West Pakistan. It wasn’t long before India 
had to act in the face of this injustice.

The Army, Navy and Air Force were 
immediately engaged in the war.

unlike in 1965, the Navy was 
given the go ahead to conduct 
offensive operations. This would 
be the Indian Navy’s finest hour.
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India had procured eight missile boats from Russia, the first ever missile platforms acquired by us. 
till then, ships relied on their guns for attack. The indian armed forces had entered the missile age! 

While these ships 
were meant for 
coastal defence, 
because of their 
limited endurance, the 
navy’s planners and 
tacticians conceived 
of a brilliant plan to 
tow these boats so 
they could storm the 
enemy citadel in an 
offensive role. 

Three missile boats, IN 
Ships Nipat, Nirghat and 
Veer accompanied by 
two Petya class ships 
Kiltan and Katchall, 
approached the Pakistan 
coast stealthily. off 
Karachi, the missile 
boats unleashed their 
deadly missiles and 
pulverized the enemy. 

Sailors had been also sent to russia 
to train on these ships. this exercise 
had brought these men close and 
they had formed a long lasting bond. 

on the night of 4 december, The Indian Navy would attack 
between dusk and dawn under cover of the night to surprise the 
enemy. the attack, codenamed operation trident, was underway.

INS Nirghat first sank 
PNS Khyber, a Pakistani 
destroyer. Thereafter, 
the missile boats 
sank a minsweeper 
PNS Muhafiz and the 
merchant vessel Venus 
Challenger, that was 
delivering ammunition 
to Karachi. 

The Task Force then moved towards the main target of the operation-the karachi harbour. 
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The attack was so lethal and devastating 
that the enemy was left confused about 
the source of the missiles. soon the 
entire harbour was aflame. The keamari oil 
terminal went up in a ball of smoke and fire. 

As the ships sailed back towards India, a radio transmission was made 
with one word, “Angaar*!” marking the successful completion of the 
attack. the Indian ships had lit the biggest bonfire in the Arabian Sea!

Soon after Operation Trident, a similar attack, 
Operation Python, was conducted on 8 December. 
INS Vinash, a fourth missile boat, supported by 
IN Ships Trishul and Talwar, launched a deadly 
attack on the Karachi Harbour. 

SS Harmattan was sunk and the Pakistani ship, PNS 
Dacca, along with SS Gulf Star were severely 
damaged. The Keamari Oil Field in Pakistan was 
again set ablaze and this dealt a decisive blow 
to the Pakistan Navy’s plans. After 8 December 
the Pakistani ships stayed inside harbour and 
refused to be drawn into a fight. 

the flagship INS Mysore, along with IN Ships 
Trishul, Talwar, Khukri, Kuthar, Kirpan, Betwa, 
Kadmatt, Ranjit, Deepak, Sagardeep, Vijeta, and 
Vinash, started to aggressively patrol the 
Makran Coast. The western fleet established 
total dominance over the Northern Arabian Sea. 
One memorable instance was when the Western 
Fleet, intercepted the Pakistani merchant vessel 
Madhumati. trying To slip through the Indian Navy, 
the vessel, which was smuggling contraband for 
the Pakistanis, had masqueraded herself as a 
neutral vessel registered in Manila. The ship was 
apprehended, boarded and later handed over to 
Bangladesh after the War. 

15
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The Eastern fleet, along with INS Vikrant, 
india’s aircraft carrier, was deployed near 
the Andaman Islands before War broke out. 
Its embarked aircraft, Sea Hawk and Alize 
could debilitate the enemy’s stronghold 
in East Pakistan. She could attack coastal 
towns like Chittagong and destroy enemy 
gunboats and cargo ships. INS Vikrant 
was too big a threat for the Pakistan Navy. 
Sinking Vikrant was a priority.

To this end, Pakistan deployed their most potent weapon, the submarine, PNS Ghazi.

Ghazi had already 
covertly sailed out 
of Karachi on 14 
November. Its plan 
was to seek and 
destroy Vikrant 
and lay mines in the 
Bay of Bengal. 

The Indian Navy learned of this and worked out a deception plan 
consisting of false radio messages, clever deployment patterns, 
exaggerated food demands, and a disinformation campaign that made it 
seem as if Vikrant was in visakhapatnam.  The plot worked. the pakistan navy 
instructed pns ghazi to move and patrol off the visakhapatnam coast. 

At Midhnight between 
3 and 4 December, 
INS Rajput spotted 
a disturbance in the 
water and used a 
clever combination of 
deception, operational 
manoeuvre, close 
coast anti-submarine 
warfare and urgent 
rocket attack that led 
Ghazi to its doom.

Soon after, There 
was a loud explosion 
heard for miles 
around. PNS Ghazi 
sank off the coast 
of visakhapatnam. The 
eastern fleet had 
drawn first blood. 
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Up north from 5 December onwards, the 
Eastern Fleet, which had been formed 
earlier that year, successfully cut off 
the sea route between East and West 
Pakistan. This blocked their supply chain 
and halted all contraband, like arms and 
ammunition, from entering East Pakistan.

With INS Vikrant’s aircraft india 
was able to completely cripple 
Pakistani Maritime forces and 
infrastructure. The seahawk 
and alize aircraft, in 93 sorties, 
completely destroyed the 
ports, harbours, airfields, 
ammunition dumps, gunboats, 
armed merchant ships and 
pakistani troops. In all, 56,914 
tonnes of shipping, 11 ships, three 
PNS gunboats and 50 improvised 
shipping boats were sunk. 

there was constant bombardment of strategically important places in east pakistan, such as, 
Cox’s Bazar, Chittagong, Khulna, Chalna, Mongla, Barisal, Do Hazari, Chiringa and Bakarganj. 

With complete dominance of the Bay of Bengal by the eastern fleet consisting of IN 
Ships, Vikrant, BRAHMAPUTRA, BEAS, KAMORTA, KAVARATTI, Rajput and others, all escape 
routes via the sea for Pakistan’s soldiers stationed in the east, were completely choked. 
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Meanwhile in a different setting a unique Naval mission was 
underway. between may and december of 1971, more than 
three million refugees had poured in from east pakistan 
to west bengal and the north eastern states. many of the 
youth in these refugee camps were from the mukti bahini 
and mukti Jodhas, bangladesh’s guerrilla freedom fighters. 

An audacious plan was hatched 
at naval headquarters by 
Admiral SM Nanda, the Navy 
chief and Captain MK Roy, the 
director of Naval intelligence, 
to undertake a truly ambitious 
clandestine operation. 

Elsewhere in France, eight 
sailors of Bengali origin borne 
on the Pakistani submarine, 
PNS Mangro, defected and 
sought asylum with Indian 
authorities. They were keen to 
join the liberation struggle 
for Bangladesh. 

They formed Naval Commando 
Operations (X)*, a team with 
Cdr** MN Samant as in-charge, 
along with the ‘Mangro Eight’ 
and other Mukti Jodhas.

the team was trained by 
Lt Cdr*** George Martis, 
Lieutenants Vijai Kapil and 
Samir das and six naval 
diving instructors.

The aim was to form a battalion sized team of 
divers who could target merchant shipping and 
harbours, sabotaging the Pakistani war effort. 

The team identified recruits from all 
over the camps in west bengal, training 
them in harsh conditions for months. 

They trained over 400 youth to become combat 
swimmers, armed with magnetised time bombs, 
called limpet mines. these mines were stuck on 
a ship’s side and 30 minutes later they exploded. 
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** Commander
*** Lieutenant commander



on the night of 15 august 1971, 176 combat swimmers struck four ports 
simultaneously in operation jackpot. they successfully sank 44,500 tonnes of 
shipping, the single largest attack of naval sabotage since the second world war. 

They followed Operation Jackpot with more attacks and by the time war was declared in 
december, the naval commando operations (x) had destroyed over 1,00,000 tonnes of shipping. 
this is a truly inspiring story of covert action, guerrilla warfare and naval innovation. 

when the war began, commander mnr samant was tasked with the 
leadership of force alpha, a combined force of Indians and Bangladeshis.

force alpha was a maritime task force led by INS panvel, a seaward defence 
boat, two gunboats, the padma and palash, Chitrangada, and a watercraft of the 
Border Security Force. many of the ships were manned by the mukti bahini. 

their task was to go up the 
Pussur river and its tributary, 
the Rupsha, and carry out a 
gunboat attack on the chalna-
mongla port complex. the 
complex was one of pakistan’s 
largest access points to the 
sea and their destruction 
would cripple the pakistani 
effort, that was very dependent 
on these river harbours. 

troops of the indian army 
were also battling their 
pakistani counterparts 
for control of the port 
complexes, and an attack 
from the sea would Provide 
great tactical advantage.  
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on 7 december, the force departed 
from the indian side. it made its way 
through extremely hostile conditions, 
firing from pakistani troops, the lack of 
precise navigation charts, and the narrow, 
complicated waterways of the sunderbans. 

around midnight between 8 and 9 december, force 
alpha spotted two merchant ships, MV Baqir and 
MV Anvar Baksh. they were trying to flee the 
warzone, carrying pakistani military men, weapons 
and ammunitions. this was urgently relayed to the 
eastern fleet, leading to their capture by INS rajput. 

as they carried on with the journey, force 
alpha was unfortunately targetted by IAF 
aircraft which did not recognise the yellow 
flags identifying the ships. Two of the 
patrol boats, MV Padma and MV Palash were 
destroyed.  INS panvel took evasive action 
and managed to avoid extensive damage. 
it then turned around to rescue 14 crew 
members of the palash and padma who were 
being fired upon by pakistani snipers.  

on 10 december, force alpha entered mongla and captured it fairly 
easily. the pakistani forces had fled and the area was under mukti bahini 
control. They then turned their attention to khulna, 30 kms upstream. 

ins panvel then unleashed her firepower. for over 
an hour, the ship’s guns shook the town of khulna, 
destroying the shipyard, and many government 
buildings in the area. khulna was freed of pakistan 
and the bangladesh flag flew over the town.  

11 members of force alpha laid down their lives in the action. several others were missing 
or captured during the skirmishes. however, ins panvel and force alpha will always be 
remembered as a small taskforce that truly made a great impact in the war. Cdr Samant was 
awarded a Maha Vir Chakra. The Force Alpha team was also awarded with two more Maha Vir 
Chakras , five Vir Chakras, two Nao Sena Medal Gallantry and two Mention in Dispatches.
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among the exploits 
of the blazing glory 
of the indian navy 
in 1971, there were 
sombre moments as 
well. The war gave 
rise to heroes like 
Captain Mahendra Nath 
Mulla. On 9 December, 
INS Khukri and Kirpan 
were asked to hunt 
and attack an enemy 
submarine, the PNS 
Hangor, off diu.  

However, Khukri’s sonar could only detect 
targets up to 2.75 kms, while the enemy 
submarine could fire from about six 
kilometres. Despite the disadvantage the 
ships kept searching for PNS Hangor. But 
luck was not on their side. Khukri was hit 
twice by torpedoes and soon started sinking.

Captain Mulla realised 
they were running out 
of time and he began 
directing those he 
could to abandon the 
ship and get to safety.

Captain Mulla stayed on the bridge and in the finest 
traditions of the Navy, he went down with the ship. 

As the ship sank, he remained brave, unfazed till the very end. The last memory sailors have of Captain 
Mulla is of him handing his life vest to a fellow sailor and saving as many more people as he could.

Captain Mulla was posthumously 
honoured with the Maha Vir Chakra-one 
of India’s highest military decorations.
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Captain, you must come 
to safety with us.

Take my life vest. Go 
on, save yourself. 

Don’t worry about me.



while the army moved quickly to capture dhaka, the 
air force wrested control of the skies, and the navy 
reigned over the seas. this was the first large-scale 
tri-service joint campaign of india’s armed forces, 
ensuring the total surrender of the enemy. 

a new nation, Bangladesh, was born. 

To this day, the 
flame at India 
Gate’s Amar Jawan 
Jyoti burns, in 
remembrance of 
those who made the 
supreme sacrifice 
during the war.

Finally, on
16 December 1971, 
the war ended as 
pakistan was forced 
to surrender. More 
than 90,000 pakistani 
troops were taken 
prisoner in the 
largest surrender 
since the second 
world war. 
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2021 marks the 50th year of the 
Bangladesh Liberation War. as we 

celebrate it, we must remember how 
much we owe to our brave sailors.



Next day, at lunch-
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We owe a great 
debt to our armed 

forces, kids.

So many people had to 
sacrifice themselves 

for our country.

It is up to you to 
remember those 
souls. Keep them 

alive in your heart.

Dada, tell me something... 
When you’re serving on a 

ship, what do you eat?

But Dada, also tell us 
how food is served on 

an aircraft carrier. How 
does the Indian Navy serve 
so much food to so many 

thousands of people?

Food is a very 
important part 

of keeping up the 
morale of our 

men at sea!

That’s a great 
question, kid!



Food on INS Vikramaditya

On board an aircraft carrier like INS Vikramaditya, you have to cater to over 1,800 
individuals. They come from all over India and they all have different tastes. While the 

Indian Navy cannot account for individual tastes, there are attempts made to have a diverse 
menu so that people from each state can have a taste of home every now and then.

Almost 15,000 litres of milk, 25,000 kg 
fresh and 20,000 kg of dry rations are 

consumed on a monthly basis.

Each day 5,000 slices of bread, 3,500 eggs 
and over 5,000 chapatis are consumed!

Food consumption alone reduces the weight of 
INS Vikramaditya by 2.5 to 3.5 tonnes every day!

Sundays are special on board the INS 
Vikramaditya. There is a special meal that is either 

pre-plated or a buffet. The theme for this is 
changed each week to keep the excitement going!

There are 14 room-sized refrigerators that 
keep rations fresh for over two months.

There are five meals prepared each day: 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and tea and snacks 

twice a day (this is called ‘standeasy’ on board)

In a typical week, each meal will be themed 
to a state. For example, if the theme is 

Madhya Pradesh, you might expect Veg 
Bhopali for lunch; or kanda poha for 

breakfast if the theme is Maharashtra.

Over 5,500 meals are prepared on
INS Vikramaditya's kitchens, called galleys, 

everyday. The menu is known as the 'bill of fare'.
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everyday. The menu is known as the 'bill of fare'.

Later that day-

Soon-
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Mom, I can wear my own 
jacket. When I join the 
Navy, I will have to wear 
it on my own, won’t I? 

Wow, kids. That 
was a quick job.

That’s because 
I helped.

Dada, can we go out to 
sea this evening? I bet 

the boat is almost done!

Let’s go sailing!!

You also want to 
join the Navy?!

Not so soon, mister. Put 
on your life jacket! All 
of you. Sagarika, come 
here, let me help you.

Yay! I can’t wait 
to follow in 

your footsteps! 

You see, women have been in the INdian Navy since 1992. Before that, women were 
an integral part of the medical units. Today, women can join as pilots, Air Traffic 

Controllers, Observers, Lawyers, logisticians, educators, naval architects, and more! 

Hahahaha! Of 
course, Sagarika!

Of course, she 
does, Bharat! And 

why shouldn’t she?

Dada, when we’re 
out at sea, will you 
continue the story?



Around the same 
time, the Indian Navy 
officially formed the 
Indian Marine Special 
Forces (IMSF). This 
elite force would later 
come to be known as 
the Marine Commandos 
or MARCOS. These 
Marine Commandos 
are not just deadly 
agents of war but 
also act as keepers 
of peace. The MARCOS 
have been called upon 
for everything-from 
fighting terrorists to 
nabbing pirates.

The Indian Navy also affected a ‘cordon 
militaire’, patrolling the Sri Lankan seas 
to cut the LTTE supply and communication 
routes. we also undertook amphibious 
operations to land army men and material 
against all odds in hostile waters. 

The Indian Navy performed various tasks 
during Operation Pawan, including providing 
operational and logistic support for the 
forces on land, maintaining round-the-clock 
ship and air patrols along Sri Lanka’s waters 
and transporting refugees, many of whom 
had to be given medical attention at sea.

A notable mission during OPeration Pawan 
was when the MARCOS swam around 12 km 
to destroy the Jaffna Jetty where there 
was heavy LTTE presence. This was a pivotal 
moment in the history of Sri Lanka’s conflict.

Many years later, 
Sri Lanka built a war 
memorial in Colombo 
as a tribute to Indian 
soldiers who fought 
against the LTTE.

on 6 january 1993, the indian navy spotted a 
suspicious ship off the coast of Chennai. on making 
contact, it was found that the ship was carrying 
arms for the ltte. after being surrounded, the ship 
exploded, taking ten people down with it. amongst 
them was kittu, a top leader of the ltte. 

In the 1980s, Sri Lanka was torn in the conflict 
between the Sri Lankan Government and the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). In 1987, 
the Indian Navy participated in Operation Pawan 
as part of the Government initiative to deploy 
IPKF* to bring peace in Sri Lanka. 

MARCOS have been a part of some of India’s 
most important Peace Keeping missions. 
Since 1995, MARCOS have been stationed at 
the Wular Lake and the Jhelum River in 
Kashmir. MARCOS in the region have often 
engaged in combat with militants and have 
seen to it that terrorism and militancy 
have been checked. The Marcos stationed in 
Kashmir were also used in the Kargil war. 
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As the net security 
provider in the 
Indian Ocean Region, 
the Indian Navy has 
played a major 
role in keeping this 
region secure. Just 
over 600 kms from 
the coast of Kerala, 
lies the island nation 
of the Maldives. 

In 1988, hundreds of 
mercenaries, led by a 
renegade, Abdulla Luthfee, 
attempted a coup there.

Indian troops overpowered 
the mercenaries and 
regained control of the city 
for the Maldives government.

However, Luthfee, along with his companions, hijacked 
the vessel MV Progress Light and took hostages in a 
bid to flee. in a swift operation, IN Ships Godavari and 
Betwa pursued MV Progress Light. The many warnings 
issued to MV Progress Light fell on deaf ears.

In April 1989, recognizing India’s military power of repute, Time Magazine 
carried a story called ‘Super India’. Significantly, the cover used an image 
of INS godavari in acknowledgement of the Indian Navy’s recent exploits.

The hijacked ship was finally 
fired upon, nabbed and subdued. 
The hostages were brought 
back to INS Godavari and the 
mercenaries were captured. 

The mercenaries landed and snatched 
control of Male, the capital of Maldives.

President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, 
asked India for urgent help.  
Assistance was given within hours 
in the form of operation Cactus. 

27



Agriculture in Somalia was destroyed and the 
people were starving. Soon, countries from 
all over the world started sending food 
supplies. However, these food supplies were 
also hijacked by local warlords and didn’t 
reach the people who needed it the most. In 
1992, India joined the united nations led task 
force called Operation Restore Hope. India 
sent IN Ships Kuthar, Deepak and Cheetah, for 
operation Muffet. During the operation, the 
Indian Navy took part in search-and-rescue 
and humanitarian assitance operations. This 
was the first time the Indian Navy joined a 
United Nations Humanitarian Relief Operation. 

In the early 1990s, 
Somalia was facing 
a civil war. The 
country was plagued 
with armed factions 
fighting one another.

As the extraction operation started, militias 
of warring clans encircled the port. the 
indian navy’s sea king helicopters were 
flown over the town in formation, while 
the ships’ guns were trained on the town 
to intimidate the clansmen. The helicopters 
continued to provide cover, while equipment 
was transported to the ships. The control of 
Kismayo was handed over to local Somalis and 
203 soldiers were extracted to the capital, 
Mogadishu, without a shot being fired. 

The task force then arrived in Mogadishu on 
December 10, where the situation was tense 
with shelling and sporadic firing. The task force 
remained there, in an operation called Bolster, 
till 23 December. after all the chartered ships 
and flights carrying Indian Armed Forces and 
equipment were successfully extracted, the 
task force set sail for Mumbai, successfully 
completing the mission. 

By December 1994, Indian army troops had 
served in somalia with distinction and their 
tenure of duty was completed. An Indian 
Army Battalion was stationed in Kismayo, a 
port town. They had been surrounded on all 
sides by hostile troops and needed immediate 
extraction. the Indian Navy launched operation 
Shield, Sending two frigates, IN Ships Ganga and 
Godavari and one tanker, Shakti for extraction.

28



In 1999, Pakistani intruders crossed the Line 
of Control in Kashmir and this triggered 
the Kargil War. While the army and the air 
force took centre-stage in Kargil, the Navy 
played a crucial role during the war. 

Besides ships, amphibious craft and submarines were also deployed for strategic posturing. 
Further, Dornier Aircraft, were used to detect Pakistani radar emissions and Naval Hydrographers 
were also used by the army’s artillery as spotters, to ensure correct and targeted firing. The 
Indian Navy also impounded the North Korean merchant ship, MV Ku Wol San, off the Kandla port which 
was delivering nuclear and missile contraband to Pakistan. As India threatened to cut off Pakistan’s 
fuel supply from the sea, Pakistan was left with merely six days of fuel for operational sustenance.

The war may have taken place in the high 
altitudes of the Kargil District but the 
tremors were felt throughout the nation.

With the deployment of battle groups, including frigates, destroyers and submarines 
the Indian Navy was just “minutes away” from attacking Karachi. in no uncertain terms, 
the navy showed pakistan that if they tried any further adventurism, we would open up 
another front in the maritime domain. Pakistan was crippled by the relentless retaliation 
by the Indian Armed Forces and were under immense international pressure. The Navy’s 
actions were so impactful that Pakistan’s Navy was kept bottled up inside the Karachi port.

Finally India emerged victorious and 
pakistan withdrew on 26 July 1999. This is 
celebrated today as Kargil Vijay Diwas. 

Shortly after the war, the Kargil 
Committee report was published and it 
acknowledged the ‘silent role’ of the 
indian navy in ending the kargil war. 

The Indian Navy launched operation Talwar and 
all elements of the Naval force were pressed 
into action. The first task was to find out the 
positions of the Pakistan Navy assets and the 
second was to ensure that our own high value 
assets in the sea, as well as coastal areas 
were well protected.  Both the Eastern and 
Western fleet were deployed. 
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The scourge of crime, piracy and terrorism plague the oceans. One of the most important 
roles of the Indian Navy is the ‘constabulary role’, that is, to ensure good order at sea.

The role entails securing Indian and other merchant vessels and ensuring the 
safety of international trade from maritime crime. These crimes include piracy, 
smuggling, trafficking, poaching and even terrorism. The Indian Navy ensures our 
seas are safe through aggressive maritime patrolling and sustained presence.

A large amount of India’s overseas trade passes through the western arabian sea, 
specifically, the Gulf of Aden and the Horn of Africa Region, where piracy has emerged as 
a major threat to merchant vessels. The Indian Navy has had at least one ship deployed 
in the Gulf of Aden since October 2008. Since then, 73 Indian Navy ships have patrolled 
in the region 24x7. India has co-ordinated the patrolling of the region with many other 
nations-over a third of international Navies are involved in anti-piracy missions.

For some time piracy spread to the Eastern Arabian Sea. Over the years the Indian Navy took 
strong action to ensure that the  ‘hot spot’ was pushed far away from India’s West Coast.

The Indian Navy has undertaken joint surveillance and 
patrolling activities with Maldives, Seychelles, Mauritius, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia.

A total of 120 pirates have been apprehended and 43 piracy attacks have been thwarted by 
the Indian Navy which has escorted 3,440 ships, of which 3,027 were foreign and 413 Indian.
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There were times when the Indian Navy had 
to help in relief and humanitarian operations 
around the world. Not only to help another 
country but to offer succour to Indian citizens.

the operation would bring 
back not only Indians but 
also Sri Lankans, Nepalese 
nationals and Lebanese 
with Indian spouses.

IN Ships Mumbai, Brahmaputra, Betwa and 
Shakti were used to evacuate thousands of 
Indians with the launch of Operation Sukoon.

once on board the ships, 
it was realised that 
there wasn’t enough 
space to accommodate 
everyone. With typical 
large heartedness, the 
sailors gave up their own 
beds to make sure each 
person had a place to 
rest. Special amenities 
were also created 
on board to make 
passengers comfortable.

When the Lebanon War broke out in 2006, many Indians 
found themselves stranded in a war-torn country. 

Indians in Lebanon mainly worked as 
nurses, caretakers and manual labourers 
with little means to protect themselves.
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Dada, all your stories 
of the Navy are 

about fighting and 
conflict. But I am 

sure the Navy does 
other things too!

You are right. we aren’t always 
fighting, Sagarika. You see, the Navy 

does defend our country when 
the need arises But we are also 
involved in many other activities. 



Under Operation Safe Homecoming, IN Ships 
Mysore, Aditya and Jalashwa set sail to 
Libya to carry out evacuations. The Indian 
Navy brought home every one of the 
Indians looking for a way out of Libya.

A similar evacuation was warranted during the 
Libyan Civil War in 2011. the destruction of airports 
and runways made evacuation by planes impossible. 
Large numbers of Indians were stranded in Libya.

In 2015, there was a crisis in Yemen. the 
country immediately turned into a no-fly 
zone and foreign nationals from all over the 
world found themselves unable to leave.

India was quick to respond and launched 
Operation Rahat. INS Sumitra was deployed 
with Alacrity. The ship had to brave hostile 
conditions, gunfire from shore and extensive 
shelling. IN Ships Mumbai and Tarkash 
followed swiftly and joined the operation.

India’s rescue efforts were so efficient that 
26 other nations, including the United States, 
requested Indian assistance to bring back 
their citizens. Over the days, more than 4,640 
overseas Indians were evacuated along with 960 
foreign nationals from more than 41 countries. 

using boats, helicopters and all other 
means, because of the inability to dock 
alongside, the ships could evacuate all 
Indian Citizens and others as well.
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The Indian Navy is very comfortable in its 
operational terrain, the deep blue waters, But 
sometimes, the unpredictability of the oceans 
becomes the enemy… like the 2004 Tsunami. 
Resulting from an undersea earthquake, 
massive ocean  waves wreaked havoc on the 
countries of the Indian Ocean on 26 december.

This was followed by relief and 
rehabilitation and the Indian Navy was 
also responsible for clearing ports and 
docks of debris, so that normal waterway 
functioning could resume at the earliest.

The Indian Navy simultaneously dispatched 19 of its ships for relief operations in Sri Lanka, 
Indonesia and Maldives. In all, the indian navy deployed 32 ships, 29 aircraft and over 5,500 
personnel. This was the indian navy’s largest ever outreach programme for disaster relief.

The Indian Navy immediately 
launched its rescue operations.

It deployed ships, aircraft and helicopters 
to launch a search-and-rescue operation all 
along the Indian coast, rescuing thousands.

And the story doesn’t end there. for months after the indian navy remained in the 
region, helping rebuild destroyed property and assets, rehabilitating thousands of 
people and ensuring the region was able to quickly recover from the devastation. 

The Indian Navy’s commitment to 
swiftly provide aid across the 
world continues to this day. This 
includes humanitarian aid, disaster 
relief, Search and Rescue, diving 
assistance, salvage operations, 
providing relief material, first aid and 
help in coastal areas. The Navy has 
offered Humanitarian Assistance and 
Disaster Relief in countries such as 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Yemen, 
Indonesia, Mozambique, Madagascar, 
Cambodia, Vietnam and many more.

*
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* This image shows the Sri Lankan President personally complimenting the Indian Navy during the 2004 Tsunami relief work



Celebrating the Indian Navy’s actions 
in Kerala, Captain P Rajkumar and 
Commander Vijay Varma were named as 
‘asians of the year’ by the SIngapore-
based newspaper, the straits times.

One of many notable operations was in 2018, 
when heavy rains caused massive floods 
to overwhelm several parts of Kerala. 
Operation Madad was quickly put into action 
by the Indian Navy, rescuing and assisting 
the people in the flood affected areas.

While helping out the world the Indian 
Navy doesn’t ignore those within our 
borders. Whenever a natural disaster 
strikes coastal or other areas in 
India, the Navy is quickly on the scene.

Whether it be severe floods, like that 
in Mumbai in 2005, or terrible cyclones 
like Hudhud that ravaged the East Coast 
of India, including Visakhapatnam, in 2014 
and Cyclone Ockhi in 2017 that struck 
Lakshadweep and the Southern Arabian Sea 
region, the Indian Navy is quick to respond 
and help citizens in extremely trying times.

other than search-and-rescue 
operations, medical and support camps 
were also set up to help rehabilitate 
people affected by the floods. 
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Countries all over the world had shut 
down their borders. Many Indians found 
themselves stranded away from home.

To bring Indians back home, Mission Vande Bharat was launched by the indian government..

Under Vande Bharat the Indian Navy embarked on Operation 
Samudra Setu. Through this, India brought nearly 4,000 
Indian citizens, traversing 23,000 kilometres by sea over 55 
days. In ships Jalashwa, Airavat, Shardul and Magar followed 
all covid protocols, bringing passengers back safely.

India also launched Mission 
Sagar in May 2020, delivering 
food, medicine and vaccines. 
Through the four phases of 
the mission, India Delivered 
2,910 tonnes of Food aid, 
2078 Kg of of medical aid 
like Hydroxychloroquine and 
Special Ayurvedic Medicines 
to countries like Madagascar, 
Maldives, Mauritius, Comoros, 
Sudan, Kenya, Djibouti, Congo, 
Vietnam, and Cambodia. 
besides medicine, the Indian 
Navy also sent a Naval 
Medical Assistance Team to 
share their experiences and 
aid in the fight against Covid 
to various countries.

The Navy has also been using its bases across India to distribute COVID-19 vaccines.
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And as we speak, kids, a new 
beast has reared its head... 

the SARS-COVID 19 Virus.



In 2021, we experienced the worst of the 
Covid-19 pandemic in the second wave. While the 
country’s health systems were gasping for 
oxygen, the Indian Navy was quick to the task. 
Launching Operation Samudra Setu 2 to meet 
the medical oxygen demand across India.

Further, the Indian Navy is also reaching 
out to the general public in this time of 
national need. Besides supporting movement 
of essential supplies, providing oxygen to 
hospitals, setting up community kitchens, and 
other help, over 560 beds in Naval hospitals 
were made available for civilian use. More 
than 200 personnel have also been deputed 
from the Indian Navy to administer relief at 
various Covid hospitals across the country.

As the Covid crisis raged, the western coast of 
India was battered by the super cyclone Tauktae. 
The Navy was once again pressed into action.

From 17 to 25 May, the Indian Navy led one of the 
biggest Search-And-Rescue operations despite 
challenging circumstances, torrid seas and 
extremely unfavourable weather conditions. 
This mammoth SAR Operation involved nine IN 
ships, many small Intermediate Support Vessels  
nine naval aircraft and the Indian Coast Guard. 
The total area searched in this effort was 
approximately 10,000 square nautical miles.

The flexibility of the Indian Navy was truly on 
show in the month between 25 April and 25 May. 
First, ships of the fleet took part in Exercise 
Varuna with the French Navy in the Gulf of Oman, 
thereafter visited Bahrain, Doha and Kuwait to 
load oxygen and other supplies, returned to 
India around 10 May to disembark the cargo and 
were involved from 17 May to 25 May for Tauktae 
SAR mission.

Nine Indian Navy warships from all three Naval commands were deployed to deliver 910 
tonnes of medical oxygen, more than 12,000 oxygen cylinders and large amounts of medical 
supplies from countries across the Indian Ocean Region. Naval Ships also delivered oxygen 
and medical equipment to our island territories in Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
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Shortly-
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And that’s the 
story of how 

the Indian Navy 
got to where

it is today.

Whoa, dada!! 
That story was 
awesome. The 

Indian Navy is so 
brave and strong!

Sit down, Bharat! 
You’ll fall off!

I didn’t know that the 
Indian Navy was involved 

in so many different 
kinds of missions. 

Dada? I have a 
question. Is this 

boat made in India?

Because I helped 
your dada build it.

Many, many years 
ago. When she was 
as young as you.

How do you know 
for sure, mom?

Of course, it is!

Mom! You 
never told 
us you built 
a sailboat!

Ha! Cool people 
don’t boast about 

themselves, kids. I’ve 
always been awesome. 

Just like our Navy.

So now you know 
the story of all 
our missions, let 
me tell you about 
one of the most 

important ones. How 
our Navy promotes 
indigenous industry 
and builds in India!



In a crowning glory, India launched our 
first indigenously built aircraft carrier, the 
INS Vikrant in 2013.  Also, a second aircraft 
carrier is in the design stage.

But it isn’t just the ships that we are now making in 
India. The technology that drives the Navy is also 
being developed indigenously. This is thanks to our 
scientists in uniform, who serve as part of various 
directorates and units in the navy.

With the help of Indian scientists and industry, 
the Indian Navy has been able to indigenise major 
systems such as SONARS, Satellite Communication, 
medium range guns, Rocket Launchers internal 
systems integration, and even some missiles.

We are also building conventional as well 
as nuclear submarines in INdia. As of today, 
many of the 132 ships in the Indian Navy have 
been Made in India and there are 49 ships and 
submarines under construction in various 
Indian shipyards.

today, Most of our ships are made in India. From 
the 1960s till now, we have progressed at a 
tremendous pace, with darshak, Nilgiri, Godavari, 
Brahmaputra and Khukri Class ships which were 
followed by the more advanced Delhi Class 
Destroyers, Shivalik Class Stealth Frigates, 
Kolkata Class Destroyers and Kamorta Class
Anti-submarine warfare corvettes. 

Since Independence, India’s Naval power 
has grown manifold and we are well and 
truly pioneers of India’s Self reliance 
story-the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan.
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One of the objectives of the Indian Navy 
is to fly the Indian Flag across the world. 
This leads to the strengthening of ties with 
friendly countries, strengthening political 
relations and goodwill, connecting with Indian 
diaspora, promoting regional and global 
stability and portraying India’s strength and 
defence capabilities across the world.

Every ship of the Indian Navy is 
recognised as sovereign territory 
of India, so everytime a ship travels 
to a foreign port, naval personnel 
can visit without a passport!

One of the key areas in which the Indian 
Navy helps foreign countries is through 
hydrography, the branch of applied 
sciences which deals with creating maps 
and navigational charts of water bodies. 
Through the Naval Hydrography Branch, 
the Navy makes measurements and 
descriptions of the physical features 
under water. This is primarily done for 
safe navigation and all other maritime 
activity. The Indian Navy has traditionally 
offered its services to other nations.

The Indian Navy often interacts with friendly 
navies to enhance mutual understanding,
coordination and cooperation. This includes 
symposiums, cooperation platforms, meetings 
and initiatives between friendly countries.

The Indian Navy regularly exercises with many 
foreign navies to project our capabilities, 
hone operational skills, imbibe best practices 
and procedures, and enable doctrinal learning.

These exercises foster goodwill and enhance 
relations with other participating nations.

The Indian Navy also participates and hosts 
International Fleet Reviews, where ships 
are gathered and paraded for a head of 
state-in our case, the President of India.
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Can you imagine if we just 
keep sailing, we will reach 
another country, won’t we?

Yes,
bharat.
We will.

Wow! How, 
Dada?

Dada? You’ve 
been on so many 
ships, how many 
countries have 
you been to?

Over 40 countries now. You 
see, being in the Navy has a 
special priviledge-you can 

see the entire world!



The Indian Navy also offers a large 
number of foreign personnel a variety of 
professional courses. But one of the most 
exciting things about working in the Indian 
Navy is that our personnel also travel 
the world taking part in these exchanges. 
Indian Naval personnel are sent to various 
countries for training, gaining operational 
experience, sharing and developing skill 
sets and strengthening maritime diplomacy. 
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Seeing the world and meeting its people are 
some of my favourite memories from my days in 
the Indian Navy. We in the Indian Navy are truly 

lucky to be able to experience the entire planet!



An hour later-
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This is so beautiful...

I could stay at 
sea forever! 

I’m sure you can, 
kid. But for now, it’s 
time to head back. 

What?! Nooooo!

We want more 
stories of our 

men in white, dada! 
Hey! Don’t forget 

our women in white!

Hahaha! Soon, 
kids. Very soon!
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From a modest flotilla of a few motley coastal craft at independence to the 
formidable multi-dimensional blue water force today, ‘Tacking to the Blue Waters’ 
captures the essence of the Indian Navy’s Journey through the history of Modern 
India. The title is a play of words on two nautical terms. ‘Tacking’ is sailors’ speak for 
shaping course  to sail with the wind while ‘Blue Waters’ refers to the great oceanic 

space that surrounds our country on three sides and beyond.

Together they represent the Navy’s raison d'etre... to project power across the seas.

The Navy acts at once as the defender of our coasts, the protector of our national 
security and interests, the saviour in times of need, the representative of our people 
and Government in foreign lands and one of the most important innovators and 

contributors to our country's technology and infrastructure.

The role and history of our Navy is vast. The Indian Navy has fought our wars, 
participated in humanitarian aid and relief missions, protected our nation's 

interests and been our flag bearer across the world. 

Join Commodore Sagar, his grandson Bharat and granddaughter Sagarika as they 
sail into another historical voyage. This time, travel with them through the history 
of the Indian Navy-the wars fought by our men and women in white, the missions 
we have undertaken across the world to aid, help and rescue people in distress and 

learn how the Indian Navy grew into the formidable force it is today.

Sam noh Varunah! 

TACKING TO THE BLUE WATERS

The
Naval Journey

Of India
Book II


